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Open Statement from the Fédération
québécoise des professeures et professeurs
d’université on the Financial Situation in
the Universities and the Effects of Bills
198 and 102

Key component of our society and a prime factor in our social and economic development, the Quebec university system today
is suffering from massive budget cuts which are draining the universities’ vitality and their ability to carry out their tasks. The government,
however, keeps imposing ever-heavier financial restrictions on all institutions of higher learning. The situation is serious; the Executive
of the Fédération québécoise des professeures et professeurs d’université (FQPPU) call upon all those concerned with the fate of
the universities to make themselves heard immediately.

The time has long since come for everyone in the university sector to unite in protest. By constantly submitting and adjusting to
systematic government defunding, we are not only permitting further cuts, but diminishing the value and the function of the universities:
the process is slow but the damage is real, and must be stopped before it is too late.

Itis no longer true to say, as has been claimed, that institutions can continue to function and flourish if they just cut administratative
costs and make choices. Today, the very core of the university is at stake. Courses, programs, essential equipment, and overstretched
resources are on the chopping block. Quebec universities get less funding per student than the other Canadian universities, but the
government continues to cut their budgets. Some, however, still say we should look on these cuts as a healthy and necessary step to boost
the economy and promote excellence. We can’t afford rose-coloured glasses anymore: only by facing up to harsh reality can we begin
to change it.

The latest blows to the Quebec university came last spring in the form of Bills 102 and 198.

Passed virtually without public consultation, Bill 198, entitled An Act Respecting the Limitation of Hiring by Public Bodies
and the Accountability of Administrators of State and Chief Executive Officers of Public Bodies, was the instrument used to cut
university funding by nearly 50 million dollars this year, a figure which could reach a quarter of a billion dollars over the next five years.

The authors of this bill have extolled the virtues of Do More with Less: boost the economy, fight the deficit, trim the bureaucratic
fat in the public sector, decentralize and increase productivity. At first glance, the bill seems to exempt institutions of higher learning
from the draconian staff cuts imposed on other sectors, thanks to lobbying by the university community; it merely requires them to make
a full financial accounting to the National Assembly each year, thereby honouring the autonomy of the institutions. In fact, however,
far from escaping the effects of Bill 198, the universities are required to slash their budgets by the same amount as the value of the staff
cuts elsewhere. Their autonomy is respected only insofar as they are allowed to choose the spot to insert the knife.

To comprehend the full effect of these latest cuts imposed on the universities, we must remember that they come on top of many
previous cuts inflicted over the last few years, and that the universities have at the same time been suffering from chronic underfunding.
Raising student fees was promoted as a way to restore the universities’ financial health. Instead of filling university coffers, however,
any extra income was offset by drastic new cuts: the universities received less than half of the target of 150 million dollars, set four years
ago.
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